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promote the preservation and 
devilopment of buildings of 

historical and architectural 
Significance in New London, 

Connecticut, beginning with 
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NATIONAL PRESERVATION WEEK 


Ste era 
Wroad cya? May 6 through May 13 


MARK YOUR CALENDAR 


Saturday, May 20 

us Intp to Hammersmith Farm and down- 
Zown Newport, Cale Sharon Plummer at 443-475] 
for detaiks and reservations. Deadline for 
reservations 4&4 May 12. 


Monday, May 22 at 7:30 p.m. 
Monthty Board of Dinectonrs meeting at 


the New London Public Library. 


Saturday, May 27 at 1:00 p.m. 
Starr Street Walking Tour will begin at the 


New London Public Library 


Saturday, June 3 

Frxst annual Garage Sale. Here's an 
exceftent opportunity to find a good home for 
ath those things you no Longer need. Bruce 
Baratz (442-7924) and Nick Gonna (443-1232) 
are co-ordinatons. 


Saturday, June 10 
The annual Vale-Harvard Reaatta on the 


Thames River from 11 "till 2 p.m. wilh be 
followed at 5:00 p.m. by the Eastern Conn. 
Symphony performing Handel's Water Music by 
City Prer. . 


The William Albertson House 
arawn by Walter Wilson 


IT'S A LANDMARK 


Hidden behind hedges on the corner of 
Vauxhall and Channing Streets stands the 


home of Wik iam Albertson. Albertson was 


the sentonr partner in one of the Largest 
Andustrial concerns in New London in the 
mid-ninetheenth century. A€bertson and 
Douglas Machine Co. manufactured engines 
for the steamships plying the nivers and 
coasts of the country. The company also. 
did a Lange business in engine repair. 
The steamboats would come up Winthron 
Cove and into drydock at the factory. 


During the 1850's, Albertson and Douglas 
became one of the major suppliers Of 

cotton gins to the south. Because of this, 
the company almost failed during the Civil 
War. Albertson invented a steam eLevaton, 
and the manufacture of these elevators 
helped save the factory from ruin, By 

the time of Albertson's death in the 1860's, 
the company was financially sound. 


One of the Albertson and Douglas steam 
elevators was a freight elevator in the 
Mohican Hotek. Among the Less success ful 
products were sokid brass whaling guns, 
probably too heavy and bulky for practical 
use, but now commanding thousands of. doLLars 
on the antique market. . 


The house was built in 1846 in classic Greek 
Revival style, with a slat noofkine and 
pilasters on the coaners of the building. 
The original portico was replaced about 
fifteen years Later by a cast inon veranda, 
which was probably made in Albertson's 


foundry. A matching fence along the hront 
yard has disappeared in recent years. The 


house stood on upper Hempstead St., {0% most 
of 4th Life, but was moved in 1973 to make 
way for the expansion program of St. Sophia 
Heklente Church. Through the efforts Of 

the present owners, George and Bess Older- 
shaw, this Lovely home hag evaded demolition. 


FEDERAL ARCHITECTURE meee 


Federal architecture evolved gradually 
from the Georgian style. The Federal 
style was most significant in 4th interior 
design. Delicate ornamentation graced 
the interiors of Federal style buildings, 
with the exteriors subtly hinting at the 
nich detail within. 


Typical of the New England buildings were 
the rectangular two and one-half story 
townhouses designed and executed by Samuel 
MeIntyne, a Salem, Mass. woodcarver. 
Slender columns adorn the portico, an 
ekLhiptical fankight over the front door 
Auggests the curves often found in the 
Anterior room spaces and decoration. 

The Benjamin Brown House, built in 1817, 
4& hemintscent of the Salem Federal houses, 
although <ts portico has been removed and 
the. frst stony windows altered. It 44 
Located at 258 Bank St. 


Buildings generally rnefserred to as Federal 
were usually butlt between 1780 and 1820. 
Many buildings do combine elements of 
Fedenal and Later styles of architecture. 

The National Whaling Bank, now .Thames 
Crockery at 42 Bank St., was burilt in 1833, 
The stepgablLe and double connecting chimneys, 
and the height of the building, are charact- 
enstics of the Federak now houses found 

An Boston. The Stone Lintels and pedimented 
doxmers, vith columns flanking the windowpanes, 
ane Greek Revival elements. The Deshon 
house at 130 Bank St. ts very much Like the 
National Whaling Bank. 


CONFERENCE IS SUCCESS 


On Apratk 17, NLL-URST, Inc. sponsored an 
all-day conference entitled Tourtsm and 
Historic Preservation. The conference Led 
to qneater cooperation among participants, 
Anckuding many business and civic Leaders 


An southeastern Connecticut. They contributed 


various ideas for promoting tourism in the 
area tn coordination with historic preserva- 
tion. The development of Fort Trumbull 1 
central to this. 


Kathryn Welch, dinecton of New England 

Field Office, Natsonal Trust for Historte 
Preservation, potnted out that tourism must 
neLate to the context of the community. The 
context must be protected while diversifysng 
the economy. Efforts should be made to 
return dovmtoun to the center of activities 
At once was, 


NLL-URST has scheduled monthly meetings to 
follow up on the suggestions made at the 
Conference. The meetings will be held on 
Monday evenings at 7:30 p.m. on May 29, 
June 16, and July 17, in Unton Raibroad 
Station, South Mezzanine Room. 


STARR STREET RESTORATION IN SIGHT 


The Savings Bank of New London 4s to be 
commended for 4ts initiative in the Starr 
St. nenovation effort. The Savings Bank 
has bought, or has options to buy, ten of 
the twenty-one buildings on the street. 
Under the plan, the Savings Bank would buy 
nine properties from the City of New London 
for $1 each. The remaining two houses are 
being privately restored. 


The Savings Bank will be nesponsible for 
akk nestonation work. The city has applied 
for $200,000 in Community Development monie. 


— providing CETA workers to ckear the build- 


angs and yards prton to restoration, will 
nebuild streets and sidewalks, and will 
donate $50,000 worth of serwices. 


The city's total financial commitment will 
be about $300,000, inckuding relinquish- 
Ang $85,000 in property. The financial 
outkay of the Savings Bank is estimated 
at approximately $1,000,000. Any profits 
neakized ull reimburse the bank and the 
city for thetr investment. 


NLL-URST, Inc. heartily applauds the City 
Councth'S endorsement of this worthwhile 
proposak. Unban centers should and must 
Ancekude residential districts. A resident 
population requires the netailh services 
that many downtown businesses provide, and 
opens up opportunities for many other 
Services which presenthy are not available 
4n downtown New London. In this profect, 
we assume that the architectural integrity 
of the buildings will receive high prtority 
4n onder to insure the vakue of the proa 
perty to its owner and to the City of 
New London, 


NLL-URST 45 having a walking tour of the 
Stair St. area on Saturday, May 27. The 
tour wikk begin at 1:00 p.m. at the New 
London Public Library with a skide pre- 
sentation of Starr St. The tour will 
cover the historical and architectural 
qualities of this nineteenth century 
development. A $1 donation is requested. 


Tih PRESERVATION WATCH | ~3- 


In 1976 the Redevelopment Agency of the City The area covered by the program 44 bounded 
of New London embarked upon an ambitious program on the west by Tilley St., by Green St. to. 
fon revitalizing the Bank Street Unban renewal the north, State St. to the east, and south 
anea. Public improvements, such as street and by the Thames River. Four burcldings on the 
sidewalk repairs, are generally accepted with- outskirts of the district have petitioned 
out comment. The facade rehabilitation program, 60% tneluscon in the profect and have been 
however, has generated much controversy. accepted. The first contract was begun rn 
— July 1977, There are now twenty-seven 
Some, erttical of the expense, claim the pro- buildings curnentky 1n vartous Stages of 
gran is a dinect subsidy to business, they feek renovation, destgn or out to bid. 
Aociak agencies better serve the public interest 
and should receive the money, which comes from The project has caused a flurry of reat 
Community Development Funds. Others are excit- estate activity in the area, Since August 
ed about the prospect of New London becoming 1977, thirteen properties have changed hands, 
an active center once again, spurred by the ee the oe ie ia ahaa i 
edi p cipating in the program. The Agency 
ROME US SAC ETA S ONO hopes to stabilize real estate values tn 
the project area through the program. A 
building, once renovated up to code, be- 
~ comes marketable, either for sake on Lease. 
The upper stories can be utilized, as well 


Improvement of both the interior and the 
exterton of the buildings 44 included in the 
Scope of the program. The Agency will 
finance up to $50,000 for the facade work, 


which wikk conform to building codes and as the storefronts at street Level. The 
maintain the architectural quakity of the tax assessment on the butkding ull rncrease, 


building. neplenishing (in part) the eity's coffers. 


The owner must bring the interior up to One of the major objectives of the project 
code, and is nesponsible for the fut 4 to bring people back to the downtown 
$5,000 of this cost, and for two thirds of district. The facades are, after atl, public 


the balance. The Agency will subsidize space. In fact, the definition of facade 
one third of the cost for physical improve- applied by the Agency includes akk visible 
ments over the fist $5,000, up to a max- parts of the OXLONLONS Of the butldings. 
dmum of $50,000. A Lien equal to the The program will create a better visuat 
anount of public money spent is placed on environment in which to work, Shop, and 
the property to protect the public's nekax. 


Antenest. 
| Membership Categories 
$3 Student/Senior Citizen $25 Contributor 
5 Regular 50 Patron 
10 Family : 150 Life 


Membership Application 


I enclose my remittance for $ FOP membership (s) in 
New London Landmarks--Union Railroad Station Trust, Inc. 


NAME: 


ADDRESS | PHONE 


We need your help! Please volunteer to help conduct tours, survey 
buildings, research age, ownership of structures, raise funds, | 
publish newsletters, etc, etc..... 


Return this application to: P. 0. Box 1134, New London, CT 06320 


NEW MEMBERS 


On April 30, NLL-URST, Inc. conducted a 
neighborhood membership drive. Our thanks 


to alk who participated in this success ful 


effort. We welcome the following new 
membets: ' | 


New London 


Jaije Abrams 

Peter Alper 

Ma. & Mrs. Carl Anderson 
Enric Anderson 

Frances Baldint 

Mus, Craig Ballentine 
Mary Beckendonrg 

Evelyn Belgrade 

Nancy Black 

Janette Booth 

Mary Boylan 

Candace Buonocore 

Ruth Churchtee 

Gemma Cine 

Albert Dewrire 

Mra, & Mas. George Dittman 
Patricta Dus sy 

Edith Edgecomb 

Ma, & Mis. Loucs Esposrto 
Mas. Thomas Gardner 

Mis. Edwand Gipstein 
Richard Gipstein 

Mn. & Mis. Phibtp Hendel 
Ruth Hendel 

Lornatne Homola 

Mrs. Stafford Lacey 
Grayce Levin 

William Linke 

M1. & Mas. Batney London 
Edna J. McCraw 


NLL URST 
P. 0. Box 1134 
New London, CT 


DATED MATERIAL 


ae 


Mis. Robert McCraw 

Ma, & Mas. Albert Mecagnit 
Frances Norman 

Mn, & Mas. Terrance O'Necke 
Harry Pakmer 

Don Presley 

Zekda Rakokf 

Bernice Rakosky 

Dr. & Mrs. Louts Reich 
Sarah Rhodes 

Ma, & Mis. H.E. Rogers 
Mrs. Kenneth Rogers 
Sakma Shenfield 

Mary L. Sumnon 
Frederick J. Smith 
Mrs. Earle W. Stamm 
Phyllis Thakl 

Axel Westerberg 

Edward Weyant 

Margaret M, Weyant 
Mantha Williams 
Beverly tiklson 


Waterford 


Walter Anderson 

Ann Carpino 

Jeanette .Hobbs 
Patricia Langello 
Ruth Levett 

Susan Mirabito 

Annte Vescovi 

Ruth Wilbur 

Michael Zieziulewicz 


Phikip Duthaklem- Winthrop 
Tom Hahn- Stonington 

Joan Jastromski-~ Groton 
Judy Klingerman~- East Lyme 
Albert Mareus~ East Haddam 
Karen Murphy- Uncasville 
Ann Segal- East Lyne 
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